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Notice of Slander to sangha

Sangha’s duty is to be compassionate
towards all beings in their sufferings with
life’s problems. When confronted with
these people, Sangha will put forth their
best effort, no matter how challenging, to
help alleviate the person’s sufferings.

It is normal for one to have expectation
towards one’s benefactor who has been a
relentless supporter of one’s needs. However,
when expectations are not fulfilled, one’s dis-
appointments can lead to misunderstandings

and grievances.

Many people look towards the selfless
Buddha Sangha with expectations. When
one’s unfulfilled wishes leading to discontent-
ment, thereby maliciously slandering Sangha;
the Sangha is speechlessly awed.

In 2012, a middle-aged lay person re-
quested the Sangha to care for her female
relative suffering from Hyperthyroidism. The
Sangha was asked to accommodate the said
female at the monastery so that she can learn
about Buddhism under a tranquil environment
which can be beneficial for her health. At that
time, many symptoms of the illness already
had manifested on her. As the monastery

Sambodhi Sangha
On December 18, 2017,

does not traditionally provide abode for lay-
man, the Sangha defer replying until further

consideration.

2 months later, about 10 lay disciples
proposed to learn about Buddha Dharma at
the monastery. After careful considera-
tions,the Sangha decided to accommodate
lay persons to reside at the monastery. The
middleaged lay person was then informed to
arrange for her female relative with Hyperthy-
roidism to come live at the monastery to learn

Dharma with the other lay disciples.

During her stay at the monastery, the
Sangha members and other lay persons sin-
cerely cared for and supported her physical
and emotional health in various ways. For the
first 2 years, the said female’s condition
gradually improved with daily Hyperthyroidism
medications as well as the support from
many. She even admitted said that: “This pe-
riod of living at the monastery was the most

fortunate times in my life.”

Around July/August 2014, her medical
checkup indicated that her Hyperthyroidism
index improved. She proceeded to seek al-
ternative medicines who recommended
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acupuncture and massage in place of anti-
hyperthyroid medications.

In December 2014, at a public activity in
an oversea temple, she broke down with un-
controllable emotional outburst, uttering con-
stantly to herself: “I cannot be like this! Why
am | like this?”

In May 2015, Sangha offered help to fa-
cilitate the said female’s sister in pursuing her
graduate studies in USA. There were numer
ous unexplained emotional confrontations
with another oversea student who was help-
ing the sister in this matter. During this period
of almost a month, her uncontrollable hyper-
thyroidism condition manifested to emotional
outbreaks of sadness, hysteria from jealousy,
paranoia, directed towards the nuns, female
dharma workers and the oversea students
who visited the monastery.

In June, July 2015, the said female re-
vealed that she had ceased taking her hy-
perthyroidism medications since August
2014 per the advice of the folklore thera-
pist. As her hyperthyroidism symptoms be-
came uncontrolled, she began to seek west-
ern medical treatment again. As she cannot
accept the fact that her condition required
regular western hyperthyroidism medica-
tions, possibly for life, she interrupted her
daily dosage constantly. Thus her hyper-
thyroidism condition became uncon-
trolled, resulting in frequent unpredictable

eruption of emotional outburst.

There were two rooms for female, the

bigger one accommodated 6 to 8 persons,
while the other 2 to 3 persons. The said fe-
male could not get along with others, while
no extra room for her to live alone. During
these times, the Sangha , nuns , dharma
workers and devotees took care of the
said female out of compassion, However,
their group life were miserable as many a
time, they had to comfort her with uncondi-

tional concession, enduring humiliation.

In April 2016, the said female disclosed
that she was confused and was not able to
distinguish reality from imagination; caus-
ing her to be depressed and suicidal. She
also said she had researched in western
medical journals which stated that if her
condition is not improved, it will lead to
schizophrenia within 10 years. Her ques-
tion was, would she become schizo-

phrenic?

With this thought, the said female re-
vealed her worries to the Sangha. She
wished to be accepted into nun-hood before
her conditions worsen, before her life may
turn into a darken state. Even though the
Sangha was sympathetic to her request, the
reality is that individual with unstable emo-
tional condition is not suitable to become a
Sangha or nun. The Sangha responded to
her request, encouraging her that her pri-
ority is to focus on her physical and men-
tal health, to control her Hyperthyroidism
before considering any decision of nun-
hood.

After that, almost every month, the fe-
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male would express her same wish to be-
come a nun to the Sangha and the Sangha
repeatedly advised her the same.

Since September 2016, the said female
hyperthyroidism condition remained un-
controlled despite highest dose of medica-
tions prescribed. She felt pessimistic
about her health as well as her wish to be
ordained as a nun. Therefore, she began
to complain: “The Sangha rejection of her
request to nun-hood was cruel and dis-
criminatory, deceiving her all these times.”

Between September and October 2016,
the physical and mental state of the said fe-
male continues to worsen. She was nervous,
depressed, aggravated, with insomnia, hyper-
activity, mumbling constantly, weight loss,
rapid heartrate, hypertension and arrhythmia
G etc, all symptoms of uncontrolled hyperthy-
roidism. She finally resorted to radioactive
iodine treatment which was able to improve
her condition. However, constant regular
medications were still a necessity to control

her symptoms.

In beginning of November 2016, the said
female had to undergo an operation for a tu-
mor of gynecological origin. She complained
to the Sangha that everyone was apathetic
towards her and refused to help her. Reality
was both Sangha and layman devotees at the
monastery were all prepared to assist her.
During her recovery period after the surgery,
her mother came to Taiwan to take care of
her. Unfortunately upon arrival, her mother
had a bad fall resulting in hip fracture and

was hospitalized herself. A young female
dharma practitioner, despite being vilified by
the said female of Hyperthyroidism for many
years, volunteered to care tirelessly for them
at the hospital. In addition, all the Sangha and
Dharma followers from the Taipei monastery
supported and took care of both of them
wholeheartedly.

Since November 2016, the said female
with Hyperthyroidism stayed at the monastery
to recover. Everyone, both Sangha and devo-
tees in the monastery attended to her needs
and took good care of her.

Around April 2017, Sangha established a
Youth Study Group. The said female ex-
pressed her interest to join the group. How-
ever, her request was rejected by the nun in
charge based on her consideration of the fact
that the said female was not fully recovered.
Her unstable emotional state due to Hy-
perthyroidism constantly creates negative
influence and unnecessary conflicts
based on her fictitious imaginative accu-

sations on other members.

The rejection to participate in the
Youth Study Group further aggravated the
said female to a breakdown state. She felt
that the Sangha had sidelined, alienated
her and wasted her time and efforts in pur-
suing the meaning of life. She became ex-
tremely agitated with resentment.

In mid-April 2017, during a meditation
retreat abroad, a young male disciple who

had been learning from the sangha for over 6
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years, requested to be ordained to Sangha-
hood. The Maha Thero accepted his request
and plan for a May 2017 ordination. This male
disciple was the PhD in Pharmaceutical Sci-
ence from USA, the same student who the
said female had shown aversion to in May
2015 during her stay in USA. The acceptance
for his ordination fused an emotional outbreak
of the said female with Hyperthyroidism. She
was furious and said: “The master was cruel
to her, accepting this male student request to
ordination and rejected her request. Master

was extremely cruel.”

Prolonged period of untreated hyperthy-
roidism manifested into many physical and
mental deficits. Unfulfilled expectation to be-
come a nun as well as not being accepted in
the Youth Study Group added to her discon-
tent. With the ordination of the PhD male dis-
ciple who she was always jealous of further
aggravated this negativity and hatred towards

the Sangha and disciples.

Towards end of April 2017, when most of
the Sangha were overseas conducting medi-
tation retreat, there were only few Sangha in
the monastery. This said female decided to
pack all her belongings to go to California for
Hyperthyroidism treatment. Prior her depar-
ture, she tearfully complained to the remain-
ing Sangha at the monastery that she was
abused, seriously slandering the master and
senior members of the Sangha as well as the

PhD graduate who was preparing for ordina-

tion.

In May 2017, the Maha Thero officially
ordained the young male student with PhD in
Pharmaceutical Science. Beginning in June
2017, the said female with Hyperthyroidism
began her serious slandering of Sangha and
Nuns as well as the recently ordained young
Sangha. She spread stories of defamatory
events with her imaginative state of mind out
of suspicion, paranoia and distrust. This in-
cluded a letter written in English sent to
Sangha overseas in order to slander our
Sangha group. (This information was made

known to us recently on December 15 2017.)

In early July 2017 during Vassa retreat,
the Sangha began to hear fragmented stories
of this rumor being spread by the said female.
The Sangha did not feel the severity of the
rumor, with the understanding that this was
due to the uncontrolled emotions of her Hy-
perthyroidism which the Sangha was accus-
tomed to. At that time during the retreat, the
Dharma disciples hearing these rumors were
unable to confirm the rumors with the

Sangha.

In early September 2017, the Maha
Thero ordained another young male disciple,
also a PhD in engineering. Between Septem-
ber-November 2017, the Sangha continued to
be busy in educating 10+ Dharma practitio-
ners, preparing them for ordination. As the
Sangha were occupied by numerous monas-

tic affairs during this period, they did not take
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special attention to these rumors.

On December 14, 2017, an elderly male
disciple approached the Sangha personally,
trying to verify the slanderous remarks made
by the said female with Hyperthyroidism. Only
until then, the Sangha learnt the details of the
slander, spread by an individual whom they
had cared for wholehearted for many years,
which was truly unbelievable. This said fe-
male, in her slander towards the Sangha,
continued angrily blaming the Sangha for

not accepting her to nun-hood.

With her Hyperthyroidism affected
emotions, this said female had intended to
slander the Sangha as well as the lineage
of the monk and nun Sangha, destroying
the opportunity for other disciples to learn
Dharma. Some monks and dharma practi-
tioners, who possibly were unable to
adapt to the monastery strict life, thereby
used these slandering remarks as their

excuse to leave the monastery.

In view of the matter, the Sangha made
request to members of the Original Buddhist
Society from all over the world, collecting evi-
dences of written records of slanderous corre-
spondences from the said female with Hyper-
thyroidism. The Sangha, being falsely ac-
cused and hurt by these remarks were the
last to learn about these slanders. The said
female, who was cared for relentlessly by the
Sangha and many in Taiwan, is hiding in her

home country overseas, calumniating the Tai-

wanese and Chinese monks and nuns who

had helped her previously.

In a global meeting with key volun-
teers from all over the world, one of the
members revealed: “The said female with
Hyperthyroidism confided in me that she
was able to influence Sangha, steering
them to dislike one another, claiming that
she can instill these thoughts to others so
that people whom she is displeased with
will be alienated by all.” These comments
and similar ones were confirmed with many

dharma volunteers at the meeting.

The Sangha and the disciples have
always look upon this said female of Hy-
perthyroidism as a “weak lady” and
a“patient with illness”. The Sangha and
the disciples have always treated her with
care, sincerity, inclusiveness, concession,
patience, kindness, and respected her pri-

vacy by not revealing her sickness.

Yet, one had manipulated her “victim”
role to obtain others’ sympathy and kind-
ness; also played a benefactor role by
providing aid to some in order to gain a
favorable impression and support. She
smartly used her analytical skills to obtain
affirmation; exploiting the communication
bias of people thus creating doubts and
distrust among people causing conflicts
and separation within the group. When her
inauspicious character was revealed, she

again played a role of an innocent victim,
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a patient and a penitent, so to obtain sym-
pathy and forgiveness from others. This is

not a simple deed indeed.

Although one may have a kind and
bright side, yet when confronted with oth-
ers who displeased her, she would use the
above tactics to attack and defame others.
Not a simple deed at all. For a layman, one
can change ones’ name and place of living
easily after these incidents. After some
time, no one will remember these inci-
dents or what the lay person did in the
past.

Calumniate against the Sangha is at
zero cost to the slanderer. Yet the harmful
effects to the Sangha are for life.

The Sangha is always trusting to
Dharma practitioners without any doubts.
Despite strict demands towards Dharma
disciples in practicing; the Sangha was
always tolerant, willing to provide oppor-
tunities for all to learn Buddha Dharma.
The Maha Thero had always exemplified
ones good characteristics instead of
shortcomings. Yet the strict rules and dis-
cipline in Sangha-hood may have caused
resentment to those who are unable to
adapt. The forthrightness of the Sangha
has made them vulnerable. Their compas-
sion and tolerance to people’s mistakes
prolonged unfavorable situation. In this
way, despite the fact that some of the
Dharma practitioners received respect and
benefited on the outside, they may be dis-
contented with their training and teaching

by seniors in the monastery. The sincerity
and kindness of the Sangha have made
them vulnerable to torment and misery.
Perhaps, learning from this incident, the
Sangha would need to review their current
practices.

Herewith, we are sincerely expressing
our deep regret to the Buddhist Commu-
nity. These slanderous remarks are made
towards Sangha thus had cause a nega-
tive impact to the image of Buddhist Com-
munity.

We have collected and compiled those
words and text messages disseminated by
the said female with Hyperthyroidism. She is
clearly aware that her words and state-
ments were fictitious with no evidences.
Therefore she disseminated the false
statements and words anonymously, in
order to avoid herself from legal responsi-
bility.

Sangha duty is to help and benefit rather
than to harm people. From the start until now,
the said female with Hyperthyroidism re-
ceived care and kindness, yet in return, the
Sangha was deeply tormented for their kind-
hearted compassion.

None of us has any intention to hurt the
said female with Hyperthyroidism. However,
her slanderous remarks has hurt the Sangha
and harmed many innocent, kind hearted
devotees. Ultimately, no matter what we do,
Buddhism suffered the most from this blas-
phemy.
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Many people ask: why did the Sangha
allow the said female with Hyperthyroid-
ism to live in monastery for many years?
The only answer is that it is the Sangha’s
duty devoting their life to serve and help
people. Sangha are always sympathetic to
those having difficulties. Therefore, this
will always be the difficult challenges for
the Sangha !

The Sangha is blasphemed! What can
we do? What can we decide to do?

if the purpose of this slandering was
to insult and destroy the Sangha, it even-
tually has hurt Buddhism as a whole. If
this is the case, the Sangha can only take
on the brunt of the damage for a lifetime
so to avoid it bring further impacts to Bud-
dhism. This is a price to pay so that Bud-
dhism can thrive. Someone has to sacri-

fice!

In the light of the Triple Gems, no mat-
ter how much we are hurt currently, we
sincerely wish that the said female with
iliness to be relieved from her life's diffi-
culties.

Herewith, we are thankful to those ra-
tional people who have come forward to verify
those falsify statements and words dissemi-
nated by the said female with Hyperthyroid-
ism. The five members of the Sangha who
were vilified have reported the case to Taiwan
police and related authorities. This is the only
thing a victim can do.

Respecting legal logistics and protecting

the privacy of all parties, we only disclose the
relevant information to police and related au-

thorities.

P.S. 1: The Sangha members do not dis-
close private information of any
devotee in accordance to the noble
silence that Sangha members abide
by. However, in order to clarify the
reputation of the Sangha, we have
no choice but to disclose certain
details of the said female with Hy-
perthyroidism during her stay in the
monastery in a non-explicit way. We
are apologetic for that disclosure.

P.S. 2 : Hyperthyroidism is a treatable ail-
ment. We do not reject patients with
Hyperthyroidism. We care about pa-
tients with Hyperthyroidism with
knowledge of their difficulties, re-
specting their individual character
with the understanding of their be-
havior. All statements made here
related to the said female with Hy-
perthyroidism in this article have no
intention to despise or smear pa-
tients with such disorders. If the ex-
plicit illustration in this article has
caused any discomfort to patients
with such disorder, we like to ex-
tend our sincere apology.

Note: The woman with hyperthyroidism
who humiliated the monks had al-
ready had a boyfriend shortly after
returning home, and she was mar-
ried in 2019.
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B A SR E A e 1. Original Buddhism Society ( 5Aj%. BhED)

Citibank Savings Account 9930260993

1. EBRKK - IS 50159965 2. Compassion for Children ( $kBhfZ )

2. BISHRIT RBD1T  IKS 142001006834 Citibank Savings Account 9946841178
SRA[IEIPIFU, : RRAA=BR -

Sambodhi World Berhad BEEN MAEL , ERZTSE,

OCBC A/C No. 707-1298220 RNMeM. BHARE  KIPEEDRE.

a1t PISEiEir

B4t XE LIS 139 2 35 HiFE: 886-(02)2892-1038 {£H: 886-(02)2896-2303
a1t [ iEEk

BithfRiEfr 58 5 2% HiE: 886-(02)2515-2505

af PiEEN

B EXIOE—E 378 511 22 1 Hif: 886-(04)2320-2288

i FRIEHRAR

EiEMEEIKEARIELR 261 S 21 HiE: 886-(07)586-7198

A2 [RIRFHH B
30-20 Parsons Blvd, Flushing, NY 11354 Tel:718-321-3380 Tel:718-666-9540

HEE FIEEEMR Sambodhi World— Kuala Lumpur
28, Jalan 16/5, 46350 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia Tel : 6-03-79318122

TEREFPIEEM Sambodhi World — Penang
77, 2nd & 3rd floor, Lorong Selamat,10400 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia Tel : 6-04-2288100

& PiEM Sambodhi World-S.Prai

269, 1st & 2nd floor, Jalan Kulim, 14000 Bukit Mertajam,Pulau Pinang, Malaysia Tel : 6-04-5400405
TA{RPIEEM Sambodhi World-Ipoh

61A & 61B, Jalan Chung Ah Ming, 31650 Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia Tel : 6-05-2410216
OSFARiE#EFR Sambodhi World-Malacca

30, Jalan Kota Laksamana 3, Taman Kota Laksamana, 75200 Melaka, Malaysia Tel : 6-06-2818391
FrileE#EMR Sambodhi World—Johor Bahru

20, Jalan Undan 6, Taman Perling, 81200 Johor Bahru, Johor, Malaysia Tel : 6-07-2325248

WE A FFIEEM Sambodhi World-Sungai Petani
21, Lorong Emas 2, Taman Emas Suria, 08000 Sungai Petani, Kedah, Malaysia
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4. RT3t : NO.18,SEC.7, JHONG SHAN

N.RD., TAIPEI CITY 111, TAIWAN

5. SHANE : 142001006834

6. SRMABHR :

ORIGINAL BUDDHISM SOCIETY IN TAIWAN

(HEEAFERBHEAS)

7. S ARBIE : (02)2892-2505
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